Dear Jim, 


February 5, 1974 


(.CCS iji) 

Thanks for your letters of 1/25 and 1/26, and for the copy of the cert 
petition, which 1 received today. It looks good to me, but I was already 
convinced. 

i'm enclosing ' elley's letter of 9/13 to me, as requested, as you can 
see, the use of ’'consequently" does seem to relate the application of exemption 
7 to the fact that the FM report wasn't given to the .inrren Commission. I 
don't think ho meant that, however, bines i had ashed him to tall ae where 
the interview could be found if it was in the Archives, I suspect that what he 
was thinking was "it's not in the archives; therefore, all I'm going to tall 
you is taut it's an investigative file.'* Even if it is this kind of slip it 
is, as you suggested, a quotable one. 

Thanks for offering me your copy of Sjc Curry's book. tine was found, and 
I also was able to order one from Doubleday in Dallas (91.50 plus handling, if 
you want to get. another one, .iarold) . 

If you want to send a copy of ir.y "clip, review to XJfc ’rone in is con sin , that 
is fine, but please include a specific notice that he is not to dir, tribute it 
any further without asking :ic first. 


status of the 


n uvon ' t 


Thants to you t both)s about the info on the 
heard any mors. 

As for ray jssix potential Pol suits: ray talks with you both this summer 

have led ta me to conclude that I should not sue except for as* something with 
really valuable information in it, and which there is a reasonable chance 1 will 
get. To some stsgsBEc degree xhesce-x these two requirements are mutually exclusive. 

Part of the problem is that what 1 really want in the pre-assassination Oswald 
files is precisely the kind of material they have the strongest case for withholding: 
information about investigative procedures (such as mail covers), informants, 
internal FBI evaluations and suggestions on what to do about Oswald, etc. If they 
show what I think they show, I expect an FBI agent would sat them on national 
TV before giving them to me (in their authentic form), 

bo, right now In© not enthusiastic about a suit for all the pre-assassination 
Oswald files. I think my correspondence has established well snsxh enough that 
the suppression of these files is continuing; I now feel that I can justify (in 
my book) a decision not to sue, in light of the present situation. One thing that 
would change my thinking is if the FT I really releases the .hiss files, I have seen 
a couple of hex newspaper reports on this, but nothing detailed. From xhfc what little 
1 know about the Xhxs. Hiss case, I find it hard to believe that the "II would 
release a complete and authentic file - especially with Mixon still President! If 
you know more about this situation, or are in contact with the people who brought 
that s.ui.t» I would be ±xxxrxxs±xx interested in any additional information you have. 

I wn pressing ny request for a few jhe specified items from the FT. I headquarters 
ii’fx file on Oswald, one of which might make a better suit xfcsx than the whole file. 

Of course they have not replied yet. 

* pr r'ijsT’ hriVfi T .*n. tih yow o"hr ^Tvrtt i on t-.hat* tiio C cHfrl ?. s i or. * ft stfir 

of incoming letters would make a good suit, since they released it to me on appeal. 
Another of the items you mentioned, the original of Odum Dd 1, is good on technical 
grounds, since the CIa retouched the background of a photo after it had formally 
been ixfcSEK introduced into evidence. Put I don't think the original photo would 
tell us anything useful, since they have now released the 2 other photos of the same 
K8HH mans also, there is a 'national security* xxs angle that would be thrown at us. 

I think we should see how Harold's suit for the ex.sess. ixxx transcript cones 
out before doing anything with cry Exemption 1 cases, where the classification is 
less sdazB obviously inappropriate. For something like the Rankin-to-uoover letter 
of 3/26/ uh, it ;r.ay be classified because of a reference to a classified JM CD, which 
in turn may really deal with foreign intelligence matters xxxods (pro- and anti-Castro 
groups) . 

Thanks for all the legal info. I'll keep you icxSm informed if anythin?, new 
comes up. 


sincerely. 


/Li 


iLH 



